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REC TECHNICAL EXPERT PANEL (TEP)
MEETING Minutes

	MEETING
	RECTEP_21_1222

	DATE
	22 December 2021, 14:00

	LOCATION
	Microsoft Teams









	Attendees
	Representing
	Initials
	Role

	David Mitchell
	Gas Networks
	DM
	Committee Member

	Daryl Rogers
	Meter Equipment Managers
	DR
	Committee Member

	Gemma Slaney
	Electricity Networks
	GS
	Committee Member

	Jonathan Matthews
	Non-Domestic Suppliers
	JM
	Committee Member

	Mark Pearce
	Code Manager
	MP
	Committee Chair

	Neil Brinkley
	Code Manager
	NB
	Committee Secretary

	Gemma Dixon
	Code Manager
	GD
	R0008 Lead

	Jonathan Hawkins
	Code Manager
	JH
	Head of Change

	Apologies
	Representing
	Initials
	Role

	Andy Clasper
	Gas Networks
	AC
	Committee Member

	Emslie Law
	Domestic Suppliers
	EL
	Committee Member




Administration 
The Chair welcomed attendees to the December 2021 Retail Energy Code (REC) Technical Expert Panel (TEP) and introductions were undertaken.
There were two apologies received, as detailed in the attendee table. 


Review of Minutes
The Chair presented the draft minutes from the November TEP to the group. The Chair noted that there were some suggested amendments to the group and that the redline version was available in the meeting papers. There were mainly minor typographical amendments made during the meeting. 
The group approved the minutes with the amendments accepted as final, with the Chair noting a final version will be circulated alongside the Headline Report. 
Review of Actions 
The Code Manager presented the TEP Actions Log to the group. Updates were provided as follows. 
RECTEP_21_1027_01: Chair to circulate Data Specification format for UK Link Market Messages once these have been developed with Xoserve.
RTS is currently working with Xoserve to load the UK Link messages into the Energy Market Architecture Repository (EMAR).  
Aiming for the UK Link messages to be included within the February release, format will be circulated to members beforehand. 
Action ongoing. 
RECTEP_21_1124_01: REC Professional Services (RPS)/REC Technical Services (RTS) to investigate how better to present information regarding change proposal documents in EMAR/or on the Change Proposal page.
The Code Manager has been undertaking a review of processes and can confirm that going forward, redlined documents will be available both in the EMAR and on the Change Proposal page.  
A member explained there are still some challenges in reviewing documents related to change, specifically R0008 Consequential New and Amended Market Messages for BSC Modification P375. This change has moved from three pages of redlining in the legacy MRA format, to an 88-page document under REC, resulting in a very cumbersome process involving multiple team members. The length of document is due to new Scenario Variants (SVs) which were not under the Master Registration Agreement (MRA), although there were some slight differences in the SVs which were not previously present. 
The Code Manager noted that they were considering options on how to present the changes, noting that the changes to the D0268 Market Message (MM) within R0008 were not particularly easy to review.
A member questioned if it was possible for a date modified tag to be included on the REC Portal, to easily identify when documents had been updated, for example, following a consultation or decision. The member noted that this has been raised with their Operational Account Manager (OAM). 
Action closed. 
RECTEP_21_1124_02: Code Manager to create a gas Market Message and Data Item in the proposed new format, for review by TEP members.
ONDET Market Message and A0144 (Transaction Type Code) added in new format for 	for viewing by parties. 
Action closed. 
Future changes for tep review 
The Code Manager presented paper RECTEP_21_1222_02 to the group and explained several changes that the TEP have been nominated as the Responsible Committee for.
The REC Change Panel has looked at four new initial assessment reports on 21 December 2021, none of which the TEP has been nominated as the responsible committee for. One Change Proposal (CP) has been included in the Secure Data Exchange Portal (SDEP) Review, R0016 Resolution of Bilateral Erroneous Transfers, will return to the Change Panel in April 2022 for assignment to a Responsible Committee. 
Two new CPs were raised which are likely to come to the TEP, one of which concerns the sending of site technical details between Metering Equipment Managers (MEMs) and Distributors and between Suppliers and Distributors. It is yet to be determined if the TEP or the Metering Expert Panel (MEP) will be assigned as the Responsible Committee. The second new CP concerns the Data Access Matrix, specifically, aligning the electricity and gas versions of the matrix post-Central Switching Service (CSS) go-live. Finally, a draft CP has been raised regarding making the Estimated Annual Consumption (EAC) available via the Electricity Enquiry Service (EES). available via EES, raised by a Third-Party Intermediary (TPI). 
The Code Manager noted that all plans for these CPs will be presented in early January or February 2022, at this point, it will be confirmed if the TEP has been designated as the Responsible Committee. 
There were no further comments or questions from members. 
R0008: Consequential new and amended market messages for bsc modification p375   
The Chair introduced the item to the group explaining that the Final Change Report for R0008 was being brought to the TEP for approval and voting. 
The Code Manager presented paper RECTEP_21_1222_03 and its attachment to the group, explaining that R0008 has been raised to address consequential changes of the Balancing and Settlement Code (BSC) Modification P375. BSC P375 will be implemented on 30 June 2022 and introduces a new role of Asset Metering Virtual Lead Party (AMVLP), to allow settlement of meters ‘behind the boundary point’. To enable this, the AMVLP will need to exchange Market Messages with other Market Participants that underpin the new process being introduced by the BSC. Some of these Market Messages are governed by the REC and require a consequential REC Change Proposal to deliver the full solution.
Code Manager explained that the Preliminary Change Report (PCR) for R0008 was approved by the TEP, via an ex-committee decision, on 08 November 2021. The solution that will be taken forward is the same as was assessed under the MRA Solution Pre-Assessment Form (SPF) 109. 
A member noted that, potentially due to the timing of the original BSC Modification and the MRA SPF 109 alongside REC go-live, it has not been particularly clear on the interworking of this change with the historic discussions under the MRA and BSC. The member added that it may also be that because they are representing Distributors, who are not impacted by the CP, it may be a misunderstanding. The Code Manager agreed that timing with go-live was an issue and assured the member that this should not occur in the future.
The Chair invited any further comments from members, to which there were none. The Chair questioned whether members had enough information to proceed to voting, to which there were no comments. The Chair confirmed that quoracy for the group had been met and commenced the voting process. 
Three members voted in favour of implementing R0008 on 30 June 2022. One member abstained.
The Chair confirmed that the TEP had approved R0008 for implementation on 30 June 2022. 
There were no further comments or questions from members. 
Review of the Secure Data Exchange Portal
The Code Manager ran through the paper RECTEP_21_1222_04, explaining that a number of changes to SDEP functionality have been proposed formally and informally, and in November 2021 the REC Change Panel asked the REC Technical Design Authority (TDA) to carry out a review of the system.
The Chair suggested that a brief overview of the SDEP may be useful for members that may not be familiar with the system, to which the Code Manager confirmed that the SDEP was launched in August 2020, following a review of how customer issues could be resolved between parties in a way that is compliant with Data Protection legislation. The SDEP provides a secure medium for Parties to exchange information when resolving customers queries, escalations, and other issues.
The Code Manager explained that there were two CPs that have been raised since REC go-live, R0009 Introduction of SDEP and EES User Maintenance API and R0016 Resolution of Bilateral Erroneous Transfers as well as two transitional issues, that were in scope of the review. The transitional issues concern amending the Disputed Read uses case and reassigning Contract Manger queries. Furthermore, the Code Manager explained that there have been around 30 unique suggestions for improvement to SDEP functionality made directly to the Service Provider – all of which will also be in scope of the review. 
The Code Manager explained that the proposed next steps for the SDEP Review would be for a SDEP User questionnaire to be released in January 2022, with follow up workshops being held in February 2022. Following this, findings will be reported back to the TEP and the Change Panel. 
A member questioned how the survey will be carried out, specifically the mixture of open and closed questions, with requests for more details, and to whom the survey will be aimed at. The Chair confirmed that the survey will be run by the TDA engagement team, however, they were not entirely sure on the methodology that will be used yet. The Chair further explained that they would expect the survey to include a mixture of open and closed question, with the workshop session allowing for a richer discussion on the issues at hand, much the same as the format for the Data Specification Workshop that was held in November 2021. 
A member noted their concern that the main users of the SDEP are frontline staff and therefore they may not be the people who receive the survey. The Chair confirmed that the survey could be cascaded within organisations to ensure a deeper level of responses, however, the Code Manager would aim to distribute the survey as wide as possible, to capture these users in the first instance. 
The Code Manager explained that the main purpose of the review was to try and avoid a ‘piecemeal’ approach to managing changes to the SDEP, and to improve system holistically in one review, to which the Chair agreed and added that ‘roadmap’ style approach would be welcomed in the future to help prioritise and deliver improvements rather than reverting to the current practice of raising CPs whenever an issue or improvement may be identified. 
A member agreed with the approach to the survey and welcomed a mixture of open and closed questions to balance volume of responses with richness of the responses. 
There were no further comments or questions from members. 
Human Readable Data Specification Update 
The Chair explained that the feedback from the Data Specification workshop has proven to be extremely valuable and that the TDA has been taking action to make improvements for users, as evidenced by the output from the workshop at the November TEP meeting. 
The Chair went on to explain that the previous format that was demoed to the TEP had hit a snagging point, whereby the functionality that was proposed to be used to create the Market Messages was not ‘deep’ enough to allow up to eight levels of Collections, and therefore it would not be possible to represent the entire catalogue appropriately in this format. 
The Chair explained that the TDA had gone back to the drawing board and presented a new format to the group, noting that this was more reminiscent of the legacy Data Transfer Catalogue (DTC) format. The new format is a HTML rendering of the ‘human readable’ catalogue, which the TDA is intending to publish as part of the February 2022 release. The new format allows for a downloadable copy of the entire Data Specification, so that users can view offline.  
The Chair invited feedback on the approach, to which a member noted that they liked the familiarity as it was very similar to the legacy MRA approach. 
The Code Manager questioned if the Scenario Variant structures still be able to be viewed separately to the standard Market Message level, to which the Chair confirmed this would be possible. Furthermore, the Code Manager questioned if the Collection conditional rules and Data Item conditional rules will be present, to which the Chair noted this will be possible, potentially via the ‘callouts’ functionality within the EMAR.  
Chair invited further comments and feedback to which a member confirmed that they liked the approach.
The Chair summarised that further work was required before the February release, however, noted that this is a flexible model and can be changed in future. The Chair added that the CSS messages will be added to the Data Specification, these are currently being validated against the CSS Physical Interface Document (PhID) and will need to fit into this structure too.
There were no further comments or questions from members. 
Any Other Business
The Chair noted the Code Manager had one AOB item, regarding the 2022 TEP meeting dates. The Code Manager confirmed with members that the TEP will be held on the final Wednesday of each month, commencing at 14:00. Members agreed with the 2022 meeting dates. Meeting invites will be circulated in due course. 
The Chair asked members if they had any other business, to which two items were raised. 
The first, regarding the method for storing meeting papers in the REC Portal. A member questioned if the documents that are held within the Public and Committee Member Only folders could be consolidated into a single folder for downloading. The Code Manager confirmed that they will add the entire meeting papers pack to the Committee Members Only folder as a zip file.  
The second AOB item concerned Market Domain Data (MDD) documentation. A member noted MDD documents were all individual documents rather than in a zip folder, therefore, for each release, multiple downloads are required. The Chair confirmed that the Code Manager will investigate this further. 
	ACTION: RECTEP_21_1222_01 Code Manager to investigate whether all MDD release documents can be contained within a single .zip folder within EMAR. 


The member further explained that they have been using the EMAR much more frequently now than at go-live and they had several questions regarding the functionality of EMAR, and how to navigate EMAR efficiently. The Chair agreed that the Code Manager will reach out to the member to arrange a 1-2-1 session. 
Close of meeting
The Chair wished attendees season’s greetings, thanked them for their contributions and brought the meeting to a close.

	NEXT MEETING 
	26 January 2022
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