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REC TECHNICAL EXPERT PANEL (TEP)
MEETING Minutes

	MEETING
	RECTEP_22_0126

	DATE
	26 January 2022, 14:00

	LOCATION
	Microsoft Teams









	Attendees
	Representing
	Initials
	Role

	Gemma Slaney
	Electricity Networks
	GS
	Committee Member

	Jonathan Matthews
	Non-Domestic Suppliers
	JM
	Committee Member

	Andy Clasper
	Gas Networks
	AC
	Committee Member

	Emslie Law
	Domestic Suppliers
	EL
	Committee Member

	Natalie Hitchman
	Meter Equipment Managers
	NH
	Committee Member

	Mark Pearce
	Code Manager
	MP
	Committee Chair

	Neil Brinkley
	Code Manager
	NB
	Committee Secretary

	Gemma Dixon
	Code Manager
	GD
	R0011 Lead

	Jonathan Hawkins
	Code Manager
	JH
	Head of Change

	Rosalind Timperley
	Code Manager
	RT
	Engagement Lead

	Apologies
	Representing
	Initials
	Role

	Daryl Rogers
	Meter Equipment Managers
	DR
	Committee Member




Administration 
The Chair welcomed attendees to the January 2022 Retail Energy Code (REC) Technical Expert Panel (TEP) and introductions were undertaken. 
There was one apology received, as detailed in the attendee table. 

Review of Minutes
The Chair presented the draft minutes from the December 2021 TEP to the group. The Chair noted that there were no suggested amendments received in response to the post-meeting papers. 
The group approved the minutes with the amendments accepted as final, with the Chair noting a final version will be circulated alongside the Headline Report. 
Review of Actions 
The Code Manager presented the TEP Actions Log to the group. Updates were provided as follows. 
RECTEP_21_1027_01: Chair to circulate Data Specification format for UK Link Market Messages once these have been developed with Xoserve.
RTS is currently working with Xoserve to load the UK Link messages into the Energy Market Architecture Repository (EMAR).  
Aiming for the UK Link messages to be included within the February release, with the format as per the ongoing Data Specification improvements that members had seen in recent weeks and months. 
Action ongoing. 
RECTEP_21_1222_02: Code Manager to investigate whether all MDD release documents can be contained within a single .zip folder within EMAR.
Following investigation, the Code Manager can confirm that .zip files can be displayed on the EMAR dashboard. 
From the February 2022 release onwards, the MDD files will be displayed individually as well as within a collective .zip folder. 
Action closed, pending agreement with the member that requested the functionality.
Future changes for tep review 
The Code Manager presented paper RECTEP_22_0126_02 to the group and explained several changes that the TEP have been nominated as the Responsible Committee for.
The Code Manager noted that all current changes that have been assigned to the TEP are drawing to their conclusion, explaining that R0004 Electricity Enquiry Service (EES) Master Administration User (MAU) Access and R0013 Electricity Enquiry Service API Service Status have both been withdrawn by their respective proposers. Both R0004 and R0013 are awaiting a 10 Working Day period to expire, whereby another Party can ‘adopt’ the change. If the changes are not adopted, then they will officially be withdrawn from the change process.
The Code Manager noted that R0011 Reporting of additional EMR Backing Data to Suppliers is on the TEP agenda for voting at the meeting today, whilst R0009 Introduction of SDEP and EES User Maintenance API is in the solution development stage. 
The Code Manager explained that a number of new Change Proposals (CPs) have been raised, some of which may be assigned to the TEP as the Responsible Committee. Firstly, R0022 Amendment to REC Data Access Matrix, which seeks to align the gas and electricity Data Access Matrices in a common format. Secondly, R0024 EAC Information in the EES API, which seeks to add the Estimated Annual Consumption (EAC) data to the Electricity Enquiry Service (EES). Finally, R0029 Mandating Timely Meter Product Data (MPD) Updates, which seeks to rectify a gap within the MPD data set whereby currently no meter type is required to create a valid MPD set. 
R0022, R0024, and R0029 will all proceed to the Change Panel on 15 February 2022, with R0022 and R0024 likely to be assigned to the TEP. R0029 may be assigned to the TEP or the Metering Expert Panel (MEP), however, this is yet to be determined. 
There were no further comments or questions from members. 
R0011: Reporting of Additional EMR Backing Data to Suppliers    
The Chair introduced the item to the group explaining that the Final Change Report for R0011 was being brought to the TEP for approval and voting. 
The Code Manager presented paper RECTEP_22_0126_03 and its attachment to the group, explaining that R0011 has been raised to improve the information provided to Electricity Market Reform (EMR) parties to enable them to perform validation of their invoices and credits without the need to request additional supporting information. The associated Market Message will be structured and named in line with the actual output of Settlement systems to make it simpler to reconcile the data. R0011 will add additional Data Collections and Data Items and will amend existing Data Collections and Data Items in the MM00329 (D0362), MM00330 (D0363), MM00331 (D0364), MM00332 (D0365) and MM00333 (D0366) Market Messages to improve reporting to Suppliers, Generators and Capacity Providers. 
The Code Manager explained that the Preliminary Change Report (PCR) for R0011 was approved by the TEP on 24 November 2021. Following this, R0011 was issued for consultation on 29 November 2021, with one response received, in support of the change.
A member questioned what exactly they are voting for, specifically, were they simply voting to approve the implementation date, or the recommendation from the Code Manager, or otherwise. The Code Manager explained that the vote is to approve the recommendation of the Code Manager, adding that as R0011 is a self-governance Change Proposal, the vote is against the business case that has been set out by the Code Manager. The member questioned why there was no assessment against the REC objectives, to which the Code Manager responded that only where a Change Proposal is for ‘Authority approval’ then the Change Proposal will be assessed against the REC objectives.  
A member questioned the costing element of the business case, noting that no costs appeared to be included in the R0011 FCR, to which the Code Manager confirmed that cost information would be included in the business case justification where appropriate.
The Chair invited any further comments from members, to which there were none. The Chair questioned whether members had enough information to proceed to voting, to which there were no comments. The Chair confirmed that quoracy for the group had been met and commenced the voting process. 
Four members voted in favour of implementing R0011. One member abstained.
The Chair confirmed that the TEP had approved R0011 for implementation on 04 November 2022.
A member noted that the consultation responses may be better laid out in landscape format, adding that the document may be of considerable length if multiple responses are received. 
There were no further comments or questions from members. 
R0010: New Meter Types for Auxiliary Proportional Controllers (APCs)
The Code Manager ran through the paper RECTEP_22_0126_04, explaining that certain smart meters have Auxiliary Proportional Controllers (APCs) integrated within the meter, which facilitates the control of load on behalf of consumers. Information on which meters have this functionality is stored within the Data Communications Company (DCC) Inventory as part of the Electricity Smart Metering Equipment (ESME) data. Information on meter type is also exchanged via the Data Transfer Network (DTN) using the Meter Type Data Item (J0483). However, the DTN Meter Type information does not give information on whether an APC is integrated within the meter, as the DTN uses a different set of meter identifier codes than those used in the DCC Inventory. There is at present, therefore, no single source which Suppliers can use to obtain both the APC data alongside all other data required when taking on a new customer, with two separate data sets needing to be consulted.
The Code Manager explained that R0010 has been raised to facilitate access to the APC data via the EES, including the API. This will allow Suppliers to use a single source of information and not, unless they choose to do so, need to consult both the EES and DCC inventory. 
The Code Manager noted that three solution options have been put forward. One by the proposer of R0010, an alternative solution from the Code Manager, and a third solution from the DCC. The three solution options can be found within the paper RECTEP_22_0126_04 and its attachment. The Code Manager explained that they believed Option 3 had the most merit, due to being lower cost and speed to implement, adding that the proposer did not originally put Option 3 forward as it would be higher cost from their Party perspective. 
The Code Manager explained that the next steps were to take Option 1 and 3 through a full impact assessment, including Party and Service Provider impact analysis, whilst Option 2 would be taken forward for industry comment to determine if it is a feasible proposal before taking to impact assessment stage. 
A member noted that when the original Smart Energy Code (SEC) Modification was raised to add the ESME variants into the SSI, SEC Parties were told that a consequential Master Registration Agreement (MRA) change was not required. The member added that Option 2 sounded like the best option, due to the nature of the solution providing a ‘single source of truth’, however, noted that the costs may be significant. The member noted that the impact of replacing all meter details within the DCC systems and user systems should be fully considered, including a retrospective data cleansing exercise. 
The Code Manager noted that the DCC was working on developing a ‘roadmap’ and that depending on this, the data may be available via an API in the future. 
A member noted that there are no clearly defined rules for the categorisation of these meters, as some meters may share features across the various codes, adding that devices are being notified as one code and then it is a difficult process to retrospectively update. The member explained that they had previously been told that the DCC inventory would always be the ‘single source of truth’.
A member questioned the volume of meters installed that would be impacted by any solution, to which another member confirmed that to date, there were no meters with APC function installed. The member added that the DCC is ready to recognise these meters, but none are installed or live yet. 
A member expressed their support for Option 2, due to it leading to a ‘single source of truth’, and welcomed further detail, including costs, on this. 
The Code Manager questioned whether ‘do nothing’ should be considered as an option, to which members agreed that it should not be discounted from consideration. 
The Code Manager summarised that more information will be provided for Option 2, to enable Parties to better consider it in the context of Options 1 and 3. Members agreed with this approach. 
The Code Manager requested views on the questioned laid out in section 5 of the paper, to which members had no views other than those that were already expressed. 
Members agreed that guidance on the usage of the codes should also be considered in conjunction with any R0010 solution. 
There were no further comments or questions from members. 
Human Readable Data Specification Update 
The Chair explained that the Technical Design Authority (TDA) ran a session on 20 January 2022, and also a section of the release walkthrough session on 21 January 2022.
The Chair summarised that more positive feedback was received alongside several suggestions for functionality. Some of this functionality is being considered in time for the February release, whilst others have been placed into the backlog for consideration as future improvements. The Chair confirmed that the new format Data Specification will be released on the 24 February 2022, whilst the legacy MRA Data Transfer Catalogue website will be retired on 28 February 2022. 
There were no further comments or questions from members. 
Any Other Business
The Chair noted the Code Manager had one AOB item, regarding the Secure Data Exchange Portal (SDEP) Review. 
The Code Manager explained that the SDEP Review questionnaire was open until 31 January 2022, with feedback being used to inform the workshop session in February. The Code Manager directed members to the REC Weekly Bulletin for details of the questionnaire and offered to share it with members directly if they hadn’t already received it. 
The Chair asked members if they had any other business, to which one item was raised. 
The Code Manager noted that they were giving advanced notice of an agenda item for next month’s meeting, explaining that the Change Panel met last week and approved some updates to the change process.
The main improvement noted was that at the PCR stage of a Change Proposal, if the change is fully formed and doesn’t require any further development, the PCR should not go to the Responsible Committee for approval before going to industry consultation. The Change Panel believed that this adds unnecessary delay to the change process. The Change Panel will determine if solution is fully formed and not requiring to go the Responsible Committee pre-consultation. 
A member sought clarification, using R0010 as an example, with the Code Manager noting that the agenda item on R0010 may have happened regardless of this improvement as R0010 has not reached the PCR stage, but is still in solution development.  
There were no further comments or questions from members. 
Close of meeting
The Chair thanked attendees for their contributions and brought the meeting to a close.

	NEXT MEETING 
	23 February 2022
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