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REC TECHNICAL EXPERT PANEL (TEP)
MEETING Minutes

	MEETING
	RECTEP_24_0626

	DATE
	26 June 2024, 14:00

	LOCATION
	Microsoft Teams







	Attendees
	Representing
	Initials
	Role

	Mark Agnew
	Domestic Suppliers
	MA
	Committee Member

	Bryan Heap
	Electricity Networks
	BH
	Committee Member 

	Jonathan Matthews
	Non-Domestic Suppliers
	JM
	Committee Member

	Dean Berry 
	MEMs
	DB
	Committee Member

	Neil Brinkley
	Code Manager
	NB
	Committee Chairperson

	Ranbir Singh
	Code Manager
	RS
	Committee Secretariat

	Lydia Bentley
	Code Manager
	LB
	Code Manager (RPS)

	Elise Handy
	Code Manager
	EH
	Code Manager (RPS)

	Caroline Freimuller
	Code Manager
	HT
	Code Manager (RPS)



		














Administration 
The Chair welcomed attendees to the June 2024 Retail Energy Code (REC) Technical Expert Panel (TEP). Apologies were received from the Gas Network representative. 
Review of Minutes
There were no minutes to review at the June TEP because the May TEP was held offline via the collaboration space on the REC Portal. 

There were no further comments from committee members.


Review of Actions  

RECTEP_24_0228_01 - Chair to follow up with Xoserve to see how they are progressing with UK Link data load into the Data Specification.
Xoserve have taken the action internally and an update will be provided at the July Technical Expert Panel.
For further information on the actions raised at TEP meetings, please refer to the Actions Log.
There were no further comments from committee members.

Future Changes for TEP Review
The Code Manager (CM) provided an overview of the Change Proposal (CP) Register to the group and noted minor updates on the following changes.
R0060[endnoteRef:2] – Uplift to CSS Maximum Demand Volumes During MHHS Migration Period: TEP were instructed that REC Change Panel approved the Change Proposal Plan on 18/06/2024 for R0060. The CP set out that the change report would go straight to a 15 Working Day consultation by 28/06/2024. The solution for the change is to add ‘GMT’ to all time-based phrases in the ERDS Service Definition. There were no questions from members relating to this change. [2:  R0060] 

R0080[endnoteRef:3] – Improvements to ‘Failed to Deliver’ CSS messages: The TEP were advised that the consultation for R0080 closed on 03/06/2024 with responses received from four Energy Suppliers and one Distribution Network Operator. The Consultation responses were overall positive, and the Code Manager is going to recommend approval of the Change Proposal. This change will be brought to the TEP for decision on 31 July 2024. There were no further questions from committee members relating to this change. [3:  R0080] 

R0096[endnoteRef:4] – CSS Message Regeneration Functionality: The CM informed TEP that this Change has not yet been through Initial Assessment, and is being proposed for the 16 July Change Panel. It was stated that it is likely that TEP will be the responsible committee for this change. This is because its impacted remit is likely to extend to the CSS Service Specification documents. As such, the Code Manager would like to get this Change on TEP’s radar early. As part of conversations between the REC TDA, RECCo and the DCC, DCC have asked for the design phase to be completed up front. There were a few points raised off the back of this by Committee Members. The TEP’s collective view was that if the CSS Provider have stated they need to complete design before DIA, then the onus should be on them to conduct this at risk. It was called into question whether industry should be the ones who accommodate the funding for the CSS Provider to complete design before official approval. Further to this, a point of consideration was raised that this way of working could set the wrong precedent and that the change process has been set in a particular sequence for a specific reason and should be acknowledged. The Code Manager took an action to clarify the approach being taken for R0096, and to return to TEP with an update. There were no further questions or comments from the TEP or the CM in relation to this change.  [4:  R0096] 

ACTION: RECTEP_24_06_26: Code Manager to discuss approach to R0096 internally and bring update to July TEP.  
There were no further changes to be discussed from the CM, and no further questions from 
the TEP.

for decision – R0048: DCC Service Organisation Control 2 (SOC2) Assessment
Paper Reference: RECTEP_24_0626_03
The CM provided an overview of the FCR for R0048[endnoteRef:5] - DCC Service Organisation Control 2 (SOC2) Assessment. It was stated that the CMs recommendation was to reject the change. The CM explained that the CSS Provider asserts that SOC2 assessment does not provide a proportionate level of assurance or the best value for money. Which based on their experience, they believe they have a better understanding of the CSS’s risk profile. However, the use of SOC2 assessments is currently defined within the CSS Definition document, which means an alternative assurance regime cannot be used. [5:  R0048] 

TEP Members queried whether DCC had any questions/objections regarding the rejection approach for this change proposal. CM outlined that some discussions held but ultimately no significant push back on this. Following on from this, a question raised as to whether DCC might appeal this reject. Again, outlined by the CM that this is very unlikely based on the prior conversations and that DCC were aware that this was being taken to TEP for a rejection and did not raise any comments.
There were no further comments and questions from TEP members and the CM relating to this change.
The Chair asked members if they had enough information to proceed. All TEP members confirmed that they did. 
	Voting Member 
	Representing 
	Role 

	Vote 

	Dean Berry
	MEMs 
	Committee Member 
	REJECT

	Bryan Heap
	Electricity Networks
	Committee Member
	REJECT

	Jonathan Matthews 
	Non-Domestic Suppliers 
	Committee Member 
	REJECT

	Mark Agnew 
	Domestic Suppliers 
	Committee Member 
	REJECT



OUTCOME: R0048 REJECTED and will not proceed to implementation.
There were no questions or comments raised by committee members.

for decision – R0146: Data specification update for refresh functionality
Paper Reference: RECTEP_24_0626_04
The CM provided an overview of the PCR for R0146[endnoteRef:6] - Data Specification Update for Refresh Functionality. Following implementation of R0067[endnoteRef:7], a small number of Market Messages and Data Items need to be appropriately reflected within the Data Specification. The Initial Assessment took place in December 2023, with some follow-up fixes implemented in February 2024. The CM recommended that this change proceed to implementation. [6:  R0146]  [7:  R0067] 

There were no further comments and questions from TEP members and the CM relating to this change.
The Chair asked members if they had enough information to proceed. All TEP members confirmed that they did. 
	Voting Member 
	Representing 
	Role 

	Vote 

	Dean Berry
	MEMs 
	Committee Member 
	APPROVE

	Bryan Heap
	Electricity Networks
	Committee Member
	APPROVE

	Jonathan Matthews 
	Non-Domestic Suppliers 
	Committee Member 
	APPROVE

	Mark Agnew 
	Domestic Suppliers 
	Committee Member 
	APPROVE



OUTCOME: R0146 APPROVED to progress to BIG BANG IMPLEMENTATION on 23 August 2024.
There were no questions or comments raised by committee members.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS
There were two items of AOB raised. A member noted that the MHHS Code Consistency consultation was published on 24 June 2024, with responses due on 12 July 2024. The member explained that there were impacts to the REC, as well as to other codes. 
The Chair noted that the Code Manager is seeking nominations for numerous roles across the REC Change Panel, the REC Metering Expert Panel, and the REC Performance Assurance Board. Contract Managers and Alternates were issued with a nomination form on 19 June 2024. Members that are Contract Managers and would like to nominate themselves or someone else for one or more of the roles were directed to complete the nomination form and send to committees@recmanager.co.uk by 17:00 on 03 July 2024.  
No other AOB was raised.

Close of meeting
The Chair thanked attendees for their contributions and brought the meeting to a close. 

	NEXT MEETING 
	31 July 2024
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